CIA Issues Prosecution Warning 
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The Central Intelligence 
Agency has warned em- 
ployes they may toe prose- 
cuted for past “agency 
practices” and reminded 
them of their “constitution- 
al rights to remain silent” if 
questioned by the Justice 
Department. 

In an interoffice memo- 
randum, the agency said it 
“hopes no one will be 
charged with a criminal of- 
fense.” But the memo ad- 
vises employes to retain 
“private counsel’’ and ira- 
clies that in case of prose- 
cution ’they will be on their 
own. 

The two-page directive, 
dated Feb. 6, was signed by 
David H. Blee„ deputy 
'director of the agency’s 
clandestine operations divi- 


sion, which has been ac- 
cused of carrying out illegal 
domestic spying. 

MANY EMPLOYES of 
the clandestine services, 
the so-called “dirty tricks” 
sections of the agency, have- 
interpreted the memoran- 
dum as another Sign that 
CIA Director William S. 
Colby is unwilling to back 
employes who now might 
face prosecution for carry- 
ing out the orders of their 
superiors. 

Others interpreted it sim- 
ply as a warning to the 
clandestine operators to 
keep their mouths shut. 

CIA sources said the long- 
standing feud between the 
agency’s clandestine em- 
ployes and the “overt” side 
(intelligence gathering and 
analysis) has intensified 
since the agency came* 


under fire for illegal domes- 
tic activities. 

NOW THAT the clandes- 
tine side is in trouble, the 
weight of the director 
(Colby) has come down on 
tiie overt side,” said one 
source. “It has become 
very clear that management 
is no longer with us.” 

The Blee memo implied 
but did not specifically 
state that the agency would 
not help employes accused 
of crimes. “It is understood 
that the agency will supply 
attorneys in civil matters,” 
said one agency source. 
“But if it is a criminal of- 
fense, each employe must 
get his own lawyer.” 

The Blee memo, sent to 
supervisory personnel, sug- 
gested that all employes are 
“warned” that the Justice 
Department is “reviewing 


past agency practices to see 
if they conflict with crimi- 
nal statutes” and that “they 
may be asked to volunteer 
information.” 

THE JUSTICE Depart- 
ment has been reviewing 
previous CIA activities for 
the last few weeks to deter- 
mine if any agency em- 
ployes should be prosecuted. 

The probe centers on two 
areas of CIA operations, the 
agency’s counter-intelli- 
gence division and the 
office of security, which is 
charged with protecting 
agency secrets. 

Colby has acknowledged 
publicly both sections 
of the agency carried out 
some questionable domestic 
activities, including surveil- 
lance and infiltration of 
groups of anti-war dissi- 
dents and illegal entry. 


